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Gardens and natural areas are becoming more and more important as they assume the role of surrogate backyards for 
many individuals These green spaces have universal appeal for gardeners nature lovers or anyone interested in either 
the cultivated curves of a well executed landscape plan or the natural tangle of a wild protected space As the largest 
state east of the Mississippi River Georgia can boast of a wide variety of public gardens and natural areas Th About 
the Author Cindy Spicer is a member of the Garden Writers Association of America Al Spicer has been a working 
photojournalist since 1969 He is currently a photographer for the Greensboro News Record They live in Greensboro 
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